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sitting of the reformed Parliament. He took up the cause of Indian
political reform, advocated the separation of judicial and executive
functions and was the first Indian to go to England to give evidence
before a parliamentary committee. T?he father of modern India wished
to visit America but died unexpectedly at Bristol in September 1833.
Another great figure of the time was Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, a
great scholar and educationist,, born in 1817. As a result of the Revolt
of 1857 the Muslims suffered more than the Hindus from the vindic-
tive attitude of the British. Syed Ahmed Khan, though then serving
as a subordinate judge, pointed out that one great cause of the revolt
was that the Government had no contact with the people and, there-
fore, were oblivious to the feelings and the conditions of the masses.
He declared : "Had the Indians been represented in the councils the
grievances of the people would have been communicated from time to
time to their rulers."
Belonging to a family of high position and repute in Mogul days,
he joined the lower ranks of the civil service in 1837 and steadily rose
till he reached the highest position so far reached by an Indian,
membership of the Governor-General's Legislative Council. His
influence within his community was great and his notable service to
it was in the field of education. He worked to reconcile oriental learn-
ing with western literature and science. Froxn 1858 right up to his
death in 1898, he dominated Muslim public life in India. He opposed
the idea of the Muslims joining hands with the Indian National
Congress though he felt the justice of the Congress demands. He
advised his community to eschew politics and to devote its energies
to education. In 1876 he founded the Muslim College at Aligarh.
Ten years later he initiated the Muslim Educational Conference,
"Reason alone is a sufficient guide," was his motto for education. He
believed that the Hindus and the Muslims were the two eyes of India,
It was not until the middle of the nineteenth century that western
political ideas manifested themselves in India. In 1851, the British
Indian Association in Bengal and, in 18512, the Bombay Presidency
Association were started. The British Indian Association, founded by
Surendranath Banerjea, superseded the Bengal National League,
which had itself superseded the Bengal Association, primarily a land-
lord organization. The leading figures of the Bombay Association
were Dadabhai Naoroji and the famous jurist, Vishvanath Narayan
Mandalik. As a protest against favouritism to Lancashire goods,